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• Established 1902
• Presbyterian and Methodist 

Schools association (PMSA)
• Independent, Greater Public 

Schools (GPS)
• Prep to Year 12

– Located in Toowong in 
Brisbane’s inner western 
suburbs, Australia

– Enrolment of 1570 students
– Boarding available Years 5 to 

12

About Brisbane Boys’ College



Feedback linked to criteria



Science practical reports criteria based; 120 students; post hoc analysis

Criteria discrimination



Criteria and skills mapped to common scale



GPA calculator and target setting

Go and show the survey results
(opens in Excel)



GPA - Forecasting



GPA:NAPLAN correlation



Louis Guttman



11MA01 – 2008 (2007 data)

ICAS Guttman



Mark Book - traditional



Mark Book – Guttman
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Workshop file



About Excel 

• Letter/number based co‐ordinate system for 
excel 
– Letters for columns
– Numbers for rows

• End up with a letter:number co‐ordinate 
– such as G12



About Excel 

Name Description Formula Example
Sum “Sums” all the cells in the 

range
=SUM(cell_range) =SUM(E6:E27)

Count “Counts” how many values 
there are in a range of 
cells

=COUNT(cell_range) =COUNT(E6:E27)

Average Returns the mean value 
from a range of cells

=AVERAGE(cell_range) =AVERAGE(E6:E27)

Standard Deviation 
(St Dev)

Returns the standard 
deviation from a range of 
cells

=STDEV(cell_range) =STDEV(E6:E27)

Median Returns the median value 
from a range of cells

=MEDIAN(cell_range) =MEDIAN(E6:E27)

Rank Returns the position in the 
rank order of a cell value 
from within a range

=RANK(cell,cell_range) =RANK(E30,$E$30:$L$30)

Note: the “$” symbol in a cell range forces the cell range reference to stay the same when 
copied to other cells – it means that a dynamic formula can be dragged through a cell 
range, but the cell range reference stay the same.



Exercise 1a: Totals and sort 



Exercise 1b: Copy Transpose 

Part B – Now sort from largest
to smallest by the Total for 
each student



Exercise 2a: Icons for easy patterns 



Exercise 2b: Guttmann colour coding 







What do we see?



Exercise 3a: Mark book summaries 



Exercise 3b: Sorting the mark book 

• DataSort
– Remember the headers
– What sort order?

• PasteTranspose
– Select the data
– Make a new sheet
– Paste special, transpose



Exercise 3c: Guttman colour coding 

• Select the cells
• HomeConditional formatting

– Colour scales
– Green:white:red



Exercise 3d: Grade vlookup

=VLOOKUP(O5,gradelookup!$A$1:$B$16,2,FALSE)
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